RECENT EVENTS
A biders year in Noilk
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On Thursgd@2 Neember Alan Hale pdued a ascintng eening & %;5:
Beachamwell Village Hall. His collection of slides was wonderful™= = = =
descriptions a great help to all those who can never rememberthedi. - -
between a marsh tit and willow tit! y 3
The talk was also illustrated with photographs of the seas - =
Beachamel, shaving a grigy senes in the ldige thwughout theegr l
i1
“LF

==t

One of his most dramatic sequences was taken when he was v.
a bittern fishing at the edge of the reeds: a heron flew into its spact

The Christmas Concert

All those of us who were at the Christmas Cq

at Houghton Barns on 15 December were <
aware that we were watching and listening
something special. These were young peopl
local roots, even if they were by now studyirg
Chethams School of Music or the Birming
Conservatoire. The programme was wonde
varied, ranging from early music played b
Constance Ensemble, to the imprEasive
fantasie for flute played with sparkle by R

. - Sells, a Beethoven piano sonata played by CT
Members of the Constance Ensemble, with some of their /nstrurnﬁﬂﬁn dale, and extraordinary performances from

Jonathan Radford

Jonthan Rdbd, who dazzled us with hisglaoneAl the musicians irapsed us with their virtuoditgir stage pseng, and their abilitp t

communicate with their audience. It was a magical evening, and it was a privilege to be there, with those exceptional young people. We wish ftdignally may be affected. But it would seem that our a

all well as they work towards what will surely be glittering careers.

NEWS FROM
-

TH E B RECKS PRE?‘_ There are as yet no specific guidelines as what projects would be
eligible for funding, but is expected that £500,000 would be available

The Brecks is one of three areas in Norfolk that are invited to appi§fferant aid in the Brecks each year over the next six years.

new programme of EU funding, called LEADER, designed to delivef figescheme will be run through structures known as Local Action

Rural Development Programme for England. The focus is on “infpfeuipgy and is appears likely that the Breckland Society will form part of

the competitiveness of the agricultural and forestry sectors, imgfiging

the environment and the countryside, and raising the quality of life Bids will be submitted by mid-March, and we hope that by the time

rural areas and diversification of the rural economy”. our next newsletter is due we shall know a great deal more about it.
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AR'S FUNDING CUTS
HIT RUR BS ANGLIA

Throughout East Anglia, arts organisations are li
their wounds following the announcement of se
cuts in funding by Arts Council England. Unles
proposals are reversed, Creative Arts East and
Angles will lose significant proportions of their grz
Norwich Puppet Theatre will lose all its allocatio
will London Sinfonia, putting a question mark ove
residencyfahis fine arthestr & Kings lynn.

East Anglia is not, of course, the only area to be affected
cull of cultural resources for rural areas; almost 200 organi

being particularly badly hit. Creative Arts East brings high-quality
arts programmes to local venues, many of these aimed at young

The Eastern Angles, during a beﬁormﬁ)tddiaﬂw Angel
a play based on the life of Breckland author Mary Me

people, as well as to older people in residential homes andday
care centres, and to adults with disabilities. Their Village creen
programme provides equipment and supporting volunteers to
promote cinemain local venues. Through Village Stage they[support
community volunteers in the promotion of professional arts gvents.
Their Music Wise andtYArts pgammesater specifady for
young and disadvantaged people. If they lose their grant n
this work can continue.

Eagtrn Angleshe Ipswich-baseddieompay ae well

halls, schools and community centres, giving many pedgple in

outlying villages an opportunity they would otherwise haye tosaturday 19 April
travel many miles to see. They bring excellence to our dogrstegsit to Culford with art historian Ann Gore

PPOSYHD will talk about the landscape designed by
eﬁ—|umphry Repton.

and regularly play to packed houses. The Arts Council is pr
to cut their grant by almost fifty per cent. As Eastern Angl
Artistic Decor, han @Qtting sgs these cuts “Wistrile & the

bne oaturdy 23 February

Held-walkingwent, 10am-3pm

Places will be limited, so advance booking
known throughout East Anglia, regularly touring four countjes. /Ag&essential. Please costace Masan
well as playing in major venues, they bring their theatre to v|llag€1760 755688 book.

\

WHAS ON

forthcoming Society events

-
CPRE Norfolk (Campaign to Protect Rural England — Norfolk Branchf y@ju would like to contribute to the Breckgnd

soon be recruiting for the following part-time posts:
Adminisaitor/Bookkeeper

Membership and Events Manager

Recruitment Witale plae during the first paftfFebruaryBah

posts will be based at the Norwich office. Further details are av
by email only: please cont#ot@cprenorfolk.org.uk

In addition, the Honorary Treasurer has served his five-year ten
and will be stepping down at the next AGM. This is a voluntary r
and expressions of interest to the Director would be welcome. P

Society Newsletter please contact the Editg
The Breckland Society

The Hay Barn, Hall Farm Barns
qllaltsyhorough, Norfolk PE33 9PS

ure €1 01366 328190

ple info@brecsoc.org.uk

leaspwwbiesocog.uk

contact 01603 761660.
4
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heart of [our] work, and jeopardise our ability to take theatre

the most far-flung communities of East Anglia”.

These cuts are part of a national reassessment by Arts
England (ACE) of its portfolio. In the eastern region it seer
arts provision for rural communities has suffered the brunt
cutbacks. ACE have explained the cuts as a move “to pr

toOnce again, places will be limited, so advance
booking is essential — contact James Parry on

CouRdiB66 328676

ns that

of thehe &Mwill tale plae in mid-Maand dtails wil

oritigg sent to members as soon as they are know

—

inceasedenenue fundingifthe egiors majorapital partnership
projects and for the development of arts organisations in some of J

LIVING AND BELIEVING IN THE BR




the egiors ley geogaphial loetions”. This gument appes b admitting that, whilst the Council had received a “good financial SOC'I'E VISI-D-I-CUURD

contradict their previously stated commitment to rural resourcesttiechent” from Government for the next three years, it had decided
to ignore the contribution rural communities make to life in Briteimat, rather than simply continuing the funding of all existing recipients,

Art needs patrons. ACE has in the past been a valuable supjitosteulof “take a bolder path”. The thrust of this new approach seemsto  op Saturday 19 April, Society members will have the opportunity to visit the Repton landscape park at Culford, a villag

art of all forms, working to make excellence universally avaitab) giving more money to fewer organisations, and the message 0,4, ¢ g, St Edmunds. The village is probably best known for Culford School, which moved there from Bury in .
promoting cultural links in rural communities as well as fundirigabewho are not among the chosen few appears to be “tough”. We are

major projects in the principal centres. The removal of these lifasiuesd, meanwhile, in classic contemporary jargon, that the Council Culford is mentioned in the 1086 Domesday Book, the survey by Wilieommemorate the owners of the Hall
will impoverish the lives of many people in the remoter parts dfnitiecontinue to ensure that there is a wide range of product [sic] on  the Conqueror of his newly won lands. The medieval manor was owhedsuccessively developed the village.

ocountry offer to audiences in the East of England”. by the Abbey of Bury St Edmunds and bought by the Bacon fantyen the church, standing just inside the
Whilst many organisations will be celebrating increases in th&his clearly may not now include Eastern Angles. Final funding decisions1540 after the Dissolution of the Monasteries. Sir Nathaniel Ba@k, was completely rebuilt by the
grants, it seems that rural areas have suffered disproportionadedyeipectd in arly Ebruaryand w @n only hope thaense wil son 6Sir Nicholagho had been Bbzh |5 Lad keeper bthe Privy Reverend Edward Benyon in the 1850s.
this shake-up of arts funding. pewail. You @n sign the gidon on the Eash Anglésvebsie, Seal, built the first hall on the present site in 1591. The estate passeWith all these alterations and
The Sotiés Chairman et o the Artsabincil, mtesting about  wwweasernangles.uk if you wishd add gur namestthe potest to the Cornwallis Family in 1660 and a new hall was built betwadulitions, different architects and
the scale of the proposed cuts and asking for reconsideration in the 1790 and 1796, with Samuel Wyatt as architect. landscape gardeners, Culford Park is a
ase bEagrn AngleFhe@incig Chieecutie, Reter Havitt, replied In 1792, in one of his Red Books, Humphry Repton provided plagomple sie. The Bckland Sotyjis

for the landscaping of the park . In 1823, the estate was sold to Rialigitcbn 19 April should be a fascinating
Benyon de Beauvoir and another estate plan of 1834 shows nadfemoon when art historian Ann Gore
expansion of the parkland. will interpret for us the changes that havi@umphry Repton, 1752-1818,

TH EGHJ N-ﬁRRO-m O F O LME R FES'TI ES When the fifth Earl of Cadogan bought the estate in 1889, thethk#n place within the park and, in landscape architect

was enlayed ly Wiiam ¥ung in the Italisesstyle and mestables particularwhd remains foReptoris

. o i i . . were added. landscape.
This gar Easir Sundalals \ery erly on 23 Mah, oinciding xactly with the spring equinwhich dls each gar beween 20 Culford itself is a superb example of a planned estate village, withPlaces on this tour must be booked
and 23 Mah, depending omxagtly when the surosses theagths equtor. Hae you eren vondeed wly the vord Eastr a very recognisable and coherent style of building for the dwellings, advancePlease contact James Parry

seems to have nothing to do with the resurrection of Jesus? Or why we celebrate with chocolate eggs, bunnies and hot crogsi¢iiamsPilint with bargeboards. Many of the buildings have plagque81366 328676.
Lucinda Macé&whYoung ontinues herxplogtion d the origins foour taditions.
Long kere Christianjtthe spring equin@as the time when the find. Once found, eggs were often imbued with wishes, and the wished-

ancient goddess of spring was celebrated. Her name, in AngloegBeeggs were then blown, decorated and hung indoors on branches that =] = L {VMNAL KIN GTN LLI NG N

was Bste or Ostar No only the wid East, but also the awds had fallen from trees. Blown and decorated eggs were also given as
oestrus and oestrogen (the feminine reproductive hormone)presents to symbolise eternal friendship. Eggs were also hard-boiled,

derived from her name. Eostre was also the goddess of dawn, odettnated or marked for recognition, and rolled down hills in races. On Sarday 23 Ebruarymembersfahe Beckland Sotyewil be larning thedchniquesfdieldwaking and he to are for
growing light as, from the equinox, the days lengthened to become any artefacts we find. This event will take place at lllington and the Society is very grateful to Mr Richard Johnston fi
longer than the nighBhe ws assode&d with €mininedrtility and permission to walk one of his fields.

with the hare. Her festival, in reflection of the natural world at that
time @ year, elebated ebirth, evival and esurection.

Our aresbrs honoed and elebated the arthis changing
seasons on eight particular days of the year; spread a month and a half
apartmidwingr, Gndemasthe spring equig®igday, midsummer
Lammashe autumn equinand Hedween. Athesedstials engyy
was raised through communal singing, dancing and ritual (much as we
do in cheh bdy) with the aidfdhe bur elementsarth, ajrwater
and fire — still present in our services as flowers, incense, water and

lllington is approximately seven miles northeast of Thetford and fivdhe ma&e d S Andews Cheh dées fom about 1100 on an older

miles north of Wretham, lying in a shallow valley of sandy soil gighBy the 14treatury it had a cheharest bwer, south peh and

chalk beneath. There are some patches of clay and gravel from gtadialaisle, all of rubble walls faced with flint and with limesto

deposits, and names on the Tithe Map such as Clay Pit Piece angi§aadRemains of the now demolished south aisle can be seen a

Hill Close suggest quarrying in the past. the south al. Reflecting the desrse in lingbris populion, the
Although it now consists of only two farms and some scattetettch was made redundant in 1987 and is now in the care of

cottages, it has had a long sequence of settlement, dating back fdatfelk Churches Trust.

prehistoric period and notably the Iron Age. There were two §q@\l to get to the venue

Romano-British farmsteads and evidence of Early Saxon settlement

candles. (5th century AD) came with the discovery and excavation of a ce Jg meéing a S Andews Cheh in lingdn @ 10am on Saday
Depending on the tinfwr,'difelen.t symbolsewg .used asa While the bunny is perhaps the second most common symbol of i 1949, %ﬁ.ruar,yG_nd Eifere_n(e 94890Q XBloer OS Map 229).
focus for celebration. At the spring equinox our traditional Easter SE’H&é‘llﬁwowadays, it was particularly the hare that embodied the spirit of Later Saxon and early Medieval (12th century) pottery has ei(E)IE!/Imgbn is apprimdely 8 miles northst d Théfod. Ble the

of decorated chocolate eggs and pictures of chicks and bunniggengifing equinox in earlier times. Hares have long symbolised not only found near the church, which appears to have been sited in the souhe ﬁ?ennog]kterotrr?e-r:g;?tﬁjr;n?r?gpgrs\tfoetjsrt x\éﬁthﬁm;eiztmz&fg

very much in evidence as real ggs, birds and rabbits. And the traggiaiih bspirit andauiage but alsoeftility corner of the village, though the distribution of finds suggests tha?%e

Easter colours of green and yellow were present in new shoots, leaygs; cross buns, or special cakes marked with an equal-armed cross settlement pattern shifted in the medieval period. opposite the army camp). Continue along this road, crossing ove
Reddars dy, for 1.25 miles and thenretalke lane on thefieip b

to divide them into four quarters, were traditionally baked as moon The first possibénd for llingon is in the wjldded 957AD I < For the telenh N ho tot hand side of th
cakes, the four quarters representing the four lunar quarters: waxing, of Theodd, Bishogf tondon, in which thés mentiorf éthe este ' 'r(‘jgtr?n-l(LOQ dc')rt ‘Tte éphone O?O”t E”gh tf_a” Sl keo thel
ful, waning and the darfkioe moon.aihcident) our taditional o which | have at lllyntone’ (although some historians think this r%%(yt N ar_1|<|a IS |rr(]act3;]opp;]osﬁe .)dT fen take the first track on the
coss bun gaGood riglg, fals on a fllmoon thisear And it is reer b Hilingbn). ADomesdgit was evned  Wiiam de \Alenne and you will see the church ahead of you. . .
interesting to remember that the date of our Easter Day is calculated son-in-ta of Wiliam the @hquest, with one &eman, sen vileins Please bring warm clothing and footwear suitable for walking ac
afresh each year by the lunar calendar from the spring equinox. and ten bordars. There were damp grazing meadows by the strea?rpé%lé)ﬂze:n]:}ggé Hauglhare ery kinty dfered b povide soup

Just as the hours of daylight and dark were equal, or in balance, at fold-courses for sheep extending over the infield, outfield and heath: rtime but please brind a hot drink and other food to sustain
the spring equineo it vould hee been a timef balarein people By 1346, there were two manors on moated sites but the mafior P 9

outdoor work and indoor home life, outer projects and inner spiritual life. \ere joined early in the 16th century under the Jermyns and thehgld-walking can be very cold as it involvesquite a bit of stan

From then, as the hours of sunlight gradually increased, bringing increasedGastignesThe lter begartenclose the land and Johoigad: about and slow walking. o
After lunch, we will learn how to clean and identify finds and t

and daffodils. Perhaps the most important symbol was, and stillighttend armth peopleauld hee felt moe enegy Taditiondy a will of 1608 includes a bequest of 40 shillings ‘to the town of llington’. "~ "~ o
egg repesenting theternal cgle @ life, and thusternity Games time b spring céa, b thow out old, umaned stuf wheher plsial for use in lieu ... of a piece of common taken in by me as they goe 0. Should end at 3pm.

and activities involving eggs took place, and still take place at thi @ipigitual, it was also a time to look outwards, to feel encouraged by the  syppose’. By 1603, there were only thirty-two communicants and ﬁlnt is important to book a plagih Anne Mason, tel 01760 755685;

of year new young shoots of projects, to be bold and courageous, like the March 1739 there were about sixty people living there. or email anne@providence28.fsnet.co.uk (those already booked

Acoding b legend, oEtes By a hae laid an eggsymbolise  Hare, in implementing new ideas, and to feel renewed faith and hope, as lllingbn fom the mid8th entury \&s ma ¢ an este thana ~ "d @ntact henybls Ebruary
the renewal of eternal life. The legend has come down to us &8 theespiritualesponsetthe esurection bthe néural world anund vilage A mapfdl 772 shs the halwith its &rm, oneattage narty, If you have booked a place and are unable to come on th
Easter Bunny leaving decorated eggs in the garden for good childeem to West Farm with its outbuildings, two other dwellings and the chuflely. or get lost on the way there, please tel 0777 5898097
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